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THE MODEL A RESTORERS GUJH RALIA) INC.

OFFICE BEARERS
President:Bill Hopkins (02) 62974612
VicePresident:Rob Scott (02) 62545144
Secretary:Jean McDonald (02) 62543248
Minute SecretaryJenny Edwards 04771344
Treasurer:Bob McDonald (02) 62543248
JointCaretakerEditors:

Bob McDonald (02) 62543248

Allen Stafford (02) 62413360

Public OfficerRob Scott (02) 62545144
Registrar.Bob McDonald (02) 62543248
Council DelegateBob McDonald

(02) 62543248

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE
ADDRESSED TO:

The Model A Restorers Club (Australia) Inc,
PO Box 320,
Dickson, ACT 2602

Email: robjean5@bigpond.com

The Model A Restorers Club (Australia) Inc.
Was founded in 1969 in Canberra. The club
has hosted four National Meets in 1972, 197
1978 and 1998. Members possess a wide
variety of Model A Fords including examples
of Phaeta, Roadster, Sedan Delivery, Sport:
Coupe, Victoria etc. Australiadelivery Model
A Fords are of Canadian origin with assembl
of many body styles having been undertaker
in Australia.

Model A Newss the journal of the Model A Restorers
Club (Australia) Inc.

The editor welcomes all contributions of articles,
anecdotes, period and current photos and associatec
memorabilia for publication.

Advertisements from club memberslated to cars or
parts wanted or for sale are published free of charge
and if desired will be reprinted in interstate exchange
Model A club journals.

Advertisements for cars (or incomplete cars) for sale
must contain either the registration number, thdN
number or the engine number together with the price
asked. Unless such detall is included, advertisements
not be accepted for publication in Model A News.

Views expressed in Model A News are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of tidodel A
Restorers Club (Australia) Inc. No responsibility is
either given or implied as to the accuracy of technical
information published in this newsletter.

Life Members of MARC (Australia) Inc.

The Club has awarded Life Membership for outstandi
senice to seven club members (in chronological orde
lan Irwin O.A.M. (ACT, Founder)

Michael Livingstone (N.S.W. Deceased)

Kevin Churchill (Victoria)

Neil Phillips (South Australia)

Allen Stafford (ACT)

Jean McDonald (ACT)

Bob McDonald (ACT)

HonoraryMembers of MARC(Australia) Inc.
Gwen Livingstone

Concessional Registration

Club vehicles can be concessionally registered in the
(or in the case of NSW members, in that state) for
restricted use. Details of all aspects of Model A
Concessional Registration requirements are obtainak
from the Club Registrar, Bob McDonald o8)(0
62543248.

E-mail: robjean5@bigpond.com

The Model A Restorers Club (Australia) Inc. Is also a
to approve other appropriate veteran or vintage vehic
owned by its club members for concessional
registratian.
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FFOM THE PRESIDENT

Well here we are at the end of another year ame tast newsletter
for this 2021 Covid has been a setback for most aofarsd | think we
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Our AGM and meeting was a great day, and®©hristmas run and lunch to
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see Ruth Foster.

We were all saddened to hear of the sudden passing of member Sophia
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send our love, prayers and best wishes to the Notaras family.

We have also heard that Ida Irwin has been in hospital and is now home. We
wish her the best for a happiealthy Christmas and New Year.

The story Allen has supplied on the restoration of his 1930 Sports Coupe is a
322R AYUSNBAaAGAY3I NBIR yR O2yitheAiya 21
coupe.

Also in this issue is the final from lan Irwin on the serie@0oYears Ago 1928

1931. From now on it will be an occasional contribution. We thank lan for

sharing this rare Model A Ford information and photographs from his extensive
archives.

| am also pleased to report that my 1929 phaeton has gone to a good home of
fellow members Terry and Glenda Davis from Bungendore. | am deligiaed
the carwill be staying in our club.

All that now remains is for me to wish all our Model A members #ued t
families all the bestor a Happy, Healthy Christmas and New Year

Kee Safe,
Best Regards,
Bill

PS: The Caretaker Editors would welcome contributions from members for
future newsletter, so please give this some serious thoudgiti



THE LADY IN MY LIFE.

I guess my love of ‘Lady’ the Model ‘A’ began when club member Bill Turner (now deceased) showed
me his ‘29 Phaeton back in 1980. His house backed on to the home of a navy friend, Neville Kent. Neville
knew I was interested in old cars and | had said many times that | would like to purchase a Model T Ford.

Many years earlier I had seen an early Model ‘T’ Roadster in a garage in Rushcutters Bay when | was
living in a flat in the area. | was fascinated by the simple engineering of the vehicle and at that time declared
that one day I would own one.

Neville told me that there was an old Ford in the garage of the house backing onto his and he would ask
the guy who owned it if I could have a look at it. Bill Turner was only too pleased to let me see it and on
inspection asked me “Well, what do you think it is?” I looked into the driver’s position and realised it wasn’t a
“T" as there were only 2 pedals. Considering myself somewhat of an expert on Model “T" and not being too sure
what it was | just looked puzzled and said “it’s not a Model ‘T" but I'm not sure what model it is”. Bill
explained it was the car that replaced the Model ‘T" and was called a Model ‘A’. From that point forward | was
hooked! I was on the look-out for a Model *A’.

Bill Turner said he would keep a look out for a car for me as he was going on holidays to Victoria.
About 2 week went by, then one evening the phone rang and it was Bill. He had found the best part of a 1930
Roadster on a farm in Victoria. He said it looked rough but was restorable. | asked how much they wanted for it
and he said about $350 and he would bring it to Canberra in a trailer for me. | hadn't considered what body style
[ wanted as | was so excited by the news that Bill had found a car for me, that body style didn’t seem important
at the time.

Bill finally returned to Canberra with the trailer filled with the running gear of the car as it had been
dismantled so that it could be transported. | was a little taken aback when I saw it but was reassured that it was
restorable and I was lucky to have a 1930 model.

—

Bill Turner sent me these pictures of the car he had found. | must admit | was a little skeptical about
restoring a car in this condition, but I took his advise and purchased the vehicle.

5.




I waited with great anticipation to see what Bill had purchased and was surprised when the entire vehicle
(or what was left of it) after being dismantled, fitted into his trailer, including the chassis. On arrival in
Canberra, the trailer seemed to indicate it had had enough and overnight the lefi-hand tyre had gone flat. |
climbed over the bits helping to unload the trailer and was a little taken aback by what seemed to me to be only
the bones of a Model ‘A’. Not being a true Model ‘A’ enthusiast yet, but putting my faith in those who knew, I
began to sort and restore parts as directed. Chassis, diff housing, rear axle housings etc were cleaned,
sandblasted, undercoated with anti-rust paint and stored in Bill's garage.

Thisiswhatgreeledmewhenlwmtloinspoctﬂ\epaﬂs
as they arrived in Canberra.

The next hurdle I was to encounter was a body for the car. 1 had said in the beginning that I wanted one
just like his, a Phaeton. As the running gear was 1930 he said it would be difficult to obtain a 1930 Phaeton but
another club member had a Sports Coupe body he wanted to sell. Bill introduced me to Ian Irwin who he said
had a body I might me interested in. On a Sunday afiernoon I was taken to lan’s home in Garran and inspected
the body he had in his garage. It was an Australian body and contained a lot of wooden parts. Doors, Doorposts
etc were all wooden parts. It had come from some ‘Hot Rodders’ but seemed complete. The cowl, side panels,
doors and the dicky seat lid were all there, including the door posts. No interior parts like seats etc. but | was
assured they would come in time. The price was agreed upon and I became the proud owner of a 1930 Sports
Coupe. On that Sunday afternoon in 1981 [ joined the Model A Restorers Club (Aust) and have been a member
ever since.

The running gear was completed within a couple of months and many parts purchased to complete this
section of the restoration. The body was a different matter! Although the door posts were attached, when we
placed the body on the newly restored chassis it appeared that a section of the rear side panels had been cut off. 1
guess the rodders were going to fit the body to a different chassis and running gear. At this point things came to
a sudden halt. I had to find someone who could restore the panels back to their original size and also find out
what that size should be.

Ian told me to contact a Victorian member, Frank Smith. He had the same vehicle and maybe he could help me
with the measurements I would need. | contacted Frank and he was wonderful. He sent me many pictures of his
Sports Coupe with the measurements marked on the photos. His car had won concourse at the rally that was
held in Canberra in 1978. Frank was very helpful through the entire restoration of my coupe and I cannot praise
his efforts too much in helping me. It was a sad day when Frank passed away, I believe from cancer.

6.



This is a sample of the kind of pictures Frank Smith
sent me to help correct panels on the Sports Coupe.

Once the side panels had been repaired the wood work was begun. A vintage car wood worker, Wally
Brown, who operated out of Canberra, was employed to make up the wood for the chassis and also the body of
the coupe. Time was now passing and it was now 1982. By the middle of *82 the wood was completed and final
panel beating and fitting of guards, dicky seat lid and running boards was undertaken. 1 had taken a liking to the
colour of the 2 Door Phaeton in the book ‘Henry’s Lady’, so it was decided that the car would be blue with black
guards, cream wheels and pin striping. The running boards and guards were removed again and the car prepped
for the upholstery.

I had booked the car in for the upholstery with local identity Bill Phillips. He did many veteran and
vintage vehicles here in Canberra and assured me he was familiar with Model ‘A’ styles and fitting, [ still didn’t
have a front seat for the vehicle. I had scoured many swap-meets and was in touch with other Model ‘A’
members but to no avail. | finally decided I would use a 1935 sedan front seat that had been offered to me and
cut it down to fit. This turned out to be an excellent idea as the seat was adjustable and gave me a little more leg
room than had been available with the original Sports Coupe seat. Finally with all the parts needed I had the car
taken over to Bill Phillips for the fitting of the upholstery.

After choosing the fabrics etc Lady (for now she had been named by my mother) was left with Bill
Phillips for the fitting of upholstery and the vinyl roof. It took about a month to complete and then our present
president, Bill Hopkins and I put Lady on a trailer and took her back to the panel shop for final fitting of guards,
bonnet and painting of doors, checking all panels and a final polish before I could take her home to fit the bright
work and run up the mechanicals.

- . "l - -
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Upholstery completed, now back to the panel shop for final fitting of guards etc.

Bumper Bars, Cowl Band, Landau Irons and Hub Caps were only a few of the items still left to be fitted.
The mechanicals were tested and all seemed to be okay. As I am sure you all realise, Model *A’s can be a little
cantankerous if something isn’t quite right.
7.



Lady. in her final stages of fitting out. Bumpers, Landau irons and other bright work
parts still have to be fitted.

On a bright Sunday morning in about March 1983, lady was ready for her inaugural outing. In the week
before, I suddenly realised ‘I DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO DRIVE THIS VEHICLE!" Lessons were arranged
from a source | had not even thought about. Of Course I knew the fundamentals of driving. | had been driving
for years, however, never a vehicle with a crash gearbox. It took me a little time to get used to double de-
clutching etc. It was my mother actually showed me how to drive and hopefully not make a fool of myself.

Our first outing was to Braidwood. The weather was great and there were about 5 other Model ‘A’s on
that run. It was the best experience! The car ran well and kept up a steady pace with the others. | felt wonderful
and Lady ran beautifully. We had a picnic in the park at Braidwood and then after a look around the town we
made the journey home.

Complete and running. Lady in Braidwood on her first run.

8.



I have traveled many miles in this car since it was restored. On that first day all the costs, frustrations
and headaches were forgotten and the fun began. This car has been in every state in Australia except Tasmania.
It has been to Queensland twice to Western Australia twice and has been driven up the West Coast to Darwin
and down to Alice Springs, through Broken Hill and home through NSW pulling a Camper-Trailer behind. Four
of us did the trip around, Doug and Ruth Foster, Brian and Ivy Gaul and Rick and Robin Bushell from Port
Macquarie. On that trip when we returned home I put her in the garage and overnight I had a flat tyre. This was
the only time on that 17,000 mile trip she complained! Just letting me know she needed a rest.

On a rally to Wodonga in Victoria was the only time | can remember not making it. It was my own fault
as | had put some Bars Leak in the radiator and unfortunately it blocked up. Fortunately, Bob and Jean
McDonald were with us and Bob very graciously towed us back to Canberra and we came on to the rally the
next day. She is now coming up to her 30 years since restoration. After all this time I think | may give Lady a
new coat of paint, but she will always be blue.

In the years following, I restored two other Model ‘A’s and although they were beautiful cars the thrill I
felt as | saw Lady come to completion was not the same. I restored a 1929 Leather Back 4 Door Sedan which
now lives in Victoria and my most recent was a Canadian 2 Door Deluxe Phaeton that won concourse at the
recent Rally held in Tasmania. However, my first love will always be the little blue coupe | built with the help
of many of the members of the club back in 1983.
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ady‘socn;; t& attract many mvu;u:glmz:xs— Note thc'Gccloﬁg ‘f'lody Badge at the bottom of the cowl.
I’s on the wrong side as | wasn’t sure where it should be installed.



NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING AND AGM HELD AT THE HOME OF
JENNY AND STEVE EDWARDS IN MURRUMBATEMA N ON
SUNDAY 7™ NOVEMBER 2021

Below are some photographs taken by President Bill Hopkins at the November
club meeting and AGM held on Sundaf{ Movember at the home of members

Jenny and Steve Edwards at Murratgman. As usual members were made most
welcome by our hosts and treated to excellent coffee by barista extraordinaire
Steve. Members were also able to view progress on restoration warlg bei
undertaken by Stevie on Jennyob6s 1928 co

Members attending were:

Jenny and Steve Edwards, Bill Hopkins, lan and Anne Whittle (who had travelled

from Cowra), Geoff and Lynne Nicholas, Terry and Glenda Davis, Rob Scott,

Allen Stafford, David Tanaskowj Paul Cunneen, Bob and Jean McDonald. All

travelled in their moderns as heavy rain and storms were predidtedin the
end didnot eventuate!'!
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH SUNDAY 5™ DECEMBER 2021 AT THE HOME
OF MEMBERS STEVE AND JENNY EDWARDS,
MURRUMBATEMA N.

Once again members gathered at Jenny a
Christmas lunch. With all the uncertainty surrounding the weather and the high
probability that we would get rain on the day, it was decided tartdyopt for a

suitable sheltered venue. Many thanks for Jenny and Steve again offering the

use of their house as a venue.

An excellent spread was prepared by Secretary Jean McDtoogddher with a
delicious trifle from Bill Hopkins. ®ing by the small aount of leftovers, it

was apparent that the meal was enjoyed by all attendees. As usual the Christmas
decorations and table cloths were supplied by President Bill Hopkins to provide
the right festive atmosphere.

It was pleasing to see member Ruth FosamfRosewood attending, as it
happened to coincide with a visit she was making to her grand€tamiverra.

Unfortunately member Paul Cunneg@n d n 6 t madddduel problemss h e
with his 1937 Dodge coupe aridhad to be transported home on a tilt trepni
just outside the village of Hall.

A selection of photographs taken by Bill Hopkins are below. Attending were:

Jenny and Steve Edwards, Bill Hopkins, Ruth Foster, Rob Scott, Allen Stafford,
David Tanaskovic, lan and Anne Whittle, Terry and Glenda Dawd,Bob and
Jean McDonald.
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CLUB 50TH ANNIVERSARY BADGE

50 mpies of the 50th Anniversary Metal Car Badge (shown belesve produced for
theclubbyo F RIS YIF 1SN . I RISQNE D

A limited number are stilivailable for sale at a cost of $35.50 plus postage.

Contact the Treasurer If interested.

Badge dimensions are 93.5mm long by 53mm high. Fixing holes are 3.5mm dial
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EVENTS CALENDZAR1

2022
6 March 2022 Shannons WheelsQueanbeyan Showgrounds
11-17 September Model A National MeeGoulburn NSW
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We have celetated 90 Years of the Model A FardAustralia through 2018 to 2021 inclusive. | have
endeavoured to document historic journeys, events, advertising, body styles, various oddities and all
along the way supporting that with evocative period photographs.

This issue marks the end of the@nniversary journey tracing those historical materials. My life is

far from all Model A Ford. My interests have always covered a broad motoring spectrum since | was a
kid in the late 1940s, and | have many goals in other motoring areas of researchachjate. | do

hope readers have enjoyed the journey along the way. It would be wonderful to see some other Model
A enthusiasts pick up the threads and continue this essentially Australian theme. For me, it is
disappointing to read in so many Australiandél A magazines, such areas as production matters and
discussion on body styles focusing heavily on the American Model A Fords which are only distant
cousins of our cars.

From now, it will be only on the odd occasion that | devote time to Model A Fords in Australia. My
research has taken me lately down pathways of Australian histories of many marques of Edwardian
cars, and our own Edwardian car, with a major book to corepilet2022. | wish the Model A Ford
movement well and will always maintain a strong affection for the Canaéisstralian Model A Fords.

lan

Ve
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Back to the very beginning X X X X X.X X

This photo depicts the beginningsf G KS AAGS SIEINIKg2NJ a G GKS C2NR
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Members of this touring party in what appears to be their nearly new 1928 Model A Phaseten,

Pery Barber at the wheel, and ArchiBarber seated on the running bmh George Weaver is at the

left, Joshua Weaver in front of the radiator and John Barber at the end of the bumper bar. The Weavers
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Special Automotive Study
Report

FORD <. CHEVROLET

> Inability to meet profitably the high quality

> features of the Ford car forced many one-

- time four cylinder manufscturers into the
six cylinder field.

: This pamphlet is prepared to point out some
o of the quality features not to be found in
~ Chevrolet Cars partly because of the effort

to produce a six cylinder car to sell in the

=
ST price vange of the four,
—
-

7 14 19y

Quality Features Of The Ford
—Not Found in Chevrolet

Without These Features the Ford Could
Be Sold for Many Pounds Less
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